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SUBJECT: GODR 200 MILES FISHERIES JURISDICTION 

REF: SANTO DOMINGO 1997 

1 . REFTEL INDICATES THAT ON APRIL 1 GODR PASSED LAW 
EXTENDING ITS FISHERIES JURISDICTION TO 200 MILES. DEPT. 

HAS BEEN AWAITING THIS ACTION SO THAT WE COULD FORMALLY 
APPROACH GODR TO REQUEST MARITIME NEGOTIATIONS. 
FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE FOR EMBASSY 
TRANSMITTAL TO FOREIGN MINISTRY: 

BEGIN TEXT. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
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AMERICA PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND HAS THE 
HONOR TO REFER TO THE LAW OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WHICH 
ESTABLISHES A 200-MILE FISHERY ZONE OFF THE COAST OF THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IS AWARE THAT UNITED STATES FISH- 
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ING VESSELS, IN PARTICULAR THOSE OPERATING OUT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO, HAVE TRADITIONALLY FISHED IN 
WATERS WHICH WILL NOW BE A PART OF THE FISHERIES ZONE OF 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. THE EMBASSY REQUESTS OF THE 

FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MEET IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE TO DISCUSS THE IMPACT WHICH THE EXTENSION OF 
FISHERIES JURISDICTION BY THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MAY HAVE 
ON UNITED STATES FISHERMEN, AND TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF NEGOTIATING A FISHERIES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS. SUCH AN AGREEMENT MIGHT PROVIDE ACCESS, 
UNDER A LICENSING ARRANGEMENT, FOR U.S. FISHERMEN TO 
SPECIFIED SURPLUS AMOUNTS OF FISH OFF THE COAST OF THE 
DOMINICANREPUBLIC IN AREAS WHERE THEY HAVE TRADITIONALLY 
FISHED. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IS ALSO AWARE THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES IS ENFORCING ITS FISHERY JURISDIC- 
TION IN THE AREA OFF THE COAST OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

PUERTO RICO TO LIMITS, AS PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES, 
DETERMINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUIDISTANCE. 
NOW THAT THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS EXTENDED ITS FISHERY 
JURISDICTION TO 200 MILES, THE EMBASSY NOTES THAT IT WOULD 
BE USEFUL FOR THE TWO GOVERNMENTS TO DETERMINE A MARI- 
TIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN THEIR RESPECTIVE JURISDICTIONS, AND 

PROPOSES THAT THE ABOVE MENTIONED DISCUSSIONS ALSO EXPLORE 
THE POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATING A MARITIME BOUNDARY. 
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IN THE MEANTIME, THE EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WILL EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN 
THE ENFORCEMENT OF ITS LAW AGAINST U.S. FISHERMEN UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAVE HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF A FISHERIES 
AND BOUNDARY AGREEMENT BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. END OF TEXT. 

2. IN MAKING PRESENTATION EMBASSY SHOULD EMPHASIZE THE 
NEED FOR RESTRAINT UNTIL THE TWO GOVERNMENTS CAN DISCUSS 
THESE MATTERS. CHRISTOPHER 
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